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The next step of Paul III. was to appoint a commission consisting of these new cardinals, together with two other members of the Sacred College, oncSirch.      Gortese and Aleander, both of them eminent re 01 m.          ^ learning, while the  latter had  gained
reputation as a diplomatist by his exertions in Germany in connection with the bull of excommunication against Luther and the Edict of Worms. This commission was charged with the preparation of proposals, in harmony of course with accepted doctrines and traditions, for the reform of the Church. Its report is the celebrated consilium de emendandd ecclesid. Contarini, the soul of the entire transaction, appears to have .abandoned his original intention of demanding the opinion of all his colleagues on each head of the commission, but there was no lack of earnestness, or even of boldness, in their joint conclusions. The report insisted with pitiless logic upon the principle that no payment could be accepted by the Pope for any spiritual grace without the guilt of simony being incurred by him, and reflected severely on the condition of the regular orders, urging that, if they were not altogether abolished, they should at least be prohibited from receiving any more novices, while those already under their care should be dismissed. It also took occasion to reprehend the spread of irreligious teaching from academical chairs, and even from church pulpits. The influence of Contarini, who supplemented the report by tractates of his own, chiefly dii^ected against curialistic abuses, brought about the appointment of special commissions for the execution of reforms in various branches of the Papal .administration, and the issue of bulls indited in the